
LLIAM
GRACE

Romantic life story of Irish lad

Crusoe who twice became
Mayor of New York and died a

eyed serious faced dreamily gazing out to where the fortified

ef Qtieenstown harbor shut off the breath of the blue

a fourteenyearold boy sat dangling his legs over the edge of

the landing stage and singing softly to himself This in the Spring of the
year 1847 A shock of brown hair fell over a forehead that was broad sun

burntoV Imaginative and full ef force In the depths of his grayblue eyes

was a look that made people turn and gaze after him on the street

Tuoked into the bosom of his blue jean shirt was a thumbworn book

that a sea captain had given him the year before for going on an errand a

book that hag seat more yeung boys running away to sea than any story

ever printed a book telling the adventures of one Robinson Crusoe

If there was any one thing that young William Russell Grace was de-

termined to do it was to reach Juan Fernandez Island off the coast of Chili

and become another Robinson Crusoe In the following chapters is told the
of how the little Queenstewn boy never found the island but became

in time a greater man than Robinson Crusoe ever dreamed of being for the
ships carrying his flag today sail every sea and the agents of the shipping
house of W R Grace Co penetrate every clime and particularly monopo-

lize the trade of Chili and Pert the great countries lying nearest the island

that was the goal of his boyish dreams
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AVIXG laved utterly to eenvtnec
ids parents that Ireland was too
snail a country for Us expending

genius and that th broad sera were
Me natural environment and having
been toid by his natural guardian that

ia Ms receiving the sound drubbing he
deserved he determined te leave home1
without too consent of any ono
even that the captain of tine shun he
should watt upon

So it happened that when the next
peat Yankee merchantman weighed
anchor and glided out peat Haulhfttahis
Island nod Drake Bay the eajMnk-

never dreamed that stowed away S

tw w deefe was the keenfaced young-

ster he had seen playing nervously
the landing state all the week

WMUam Gras was a tenderhearted
hay clad It to not supposed that
the breaking o old oat him never

tear a he fit the vessel picking its
war ant between the headland and past
the trig suns that frowned down upon
the e jtaif of the harbor then as they
do fcedcy But was he not to return
riot and powerful in a few yours sad
snake up to his sweet little mother by
his housed wealth for all the heart
itdha that his running away had cot
hart

Veey the lone swell of the oeean
put a stop to Iris purse or rather
JtUonstHatl ft for he was very HI and
staggered out on deck where the saiter-
ftalk began immediately to cure his sea
stakneos hy slaking Mm work harder
tfcaa he had ever tolled to his life

At Valparaiso in sprite of the watch-
fulness of the captain who had taken-
a to the boy he escaped and hid
tIN tftahi had sailed and started out
to find Ms island But it was not for
yesi si that he awt the chanee try t
land at that fenely isle and M UK mesay
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he saw ratten mere ef thes amy side
of life than of the silken

But he wee fast a wan and
with inherited good bleed and industry
he stared every oent he GOUld often go
ing without dinner that the
might be added to his account m the
savings hank

With Ms knowledge of Spanish and
South American ways he secured a place
in a shipping HUH where he rose

CHAPTER II
He Begs to Climb Ilk

a few years he had become so 1m
I pertajjt 0 the of the com
4 MerofttT houfe that be was selected-
as Us 0ftt on a mission to Liverpool
There weaUhy men reorganizing a
company to compete for the rich South
American trade he wan invited to
attend one of the meetings of the new
company

RIll accurate and ready knowledge of
Peru and Chill was so astonishing that
m spite of kip jwMinHwsfl oondltion as
compered to the outer he was tiered
a partnership contributing labor and
exnerienee ML hie part 0f the caPital
The Jlrm of Bryee Co sent him home
to Ireland for vacation and there he
was reconciled to his father who loaned
him money to hold own in the new
company

On hut return to Liverpool the Arm
name was changed to Bryce Grace
Co surd Grace as th junior partner
was sent to Peru as its manager That
was in 1312 and the boy wa twenty
years old

It was whHe m Peru thaf he fitted
out a yacht for the cruise Peru
te Chili and t the little fektnd four
hundred mtl s at where Robinson
1r aee lit irVed The yacht wax
wrecked and thi ottng man escaped
with his cJrtthin

Hit attenyon te husjnSaJ tegainer
with the violent fevers of the country
broke down his health and in M 7 he
came north and went to Maine to past
tM Winter He had met Captain
Gorge W Gtlchrlst Of and
accepted an InvitaUoa t virtt Mm in
his hni XMtr little Maine

WWttc tvaJl ngr tram the town lo Oil
Christs eowntry house he lost his way
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in a snowstorm and fell exhausted In
the spruce forests through which the
read lay There halfburled in snow
his body was struck by the feet of
GIlchrlBts horse as the latter returned
from his trip to town to meet his guest
GUchriat got oft his horse kicked the
snow from the half frozen man and
throwing him upon the pommel of his
saddle rode with him to his home

Fer four weeks Grace lay unconscious-
in the home of the shipbuilder
when at last b opened his eyes with
the look of reason in them he saw sit
ting beside his bed and tenderly nurs-
ing him through the Valley of the
Shadow the moat beautiful young girl
he had ever beheld

She was none other than Mis LUIias-
Gttcnrist daughter of his host and in
the weeks of convalescence that fol-

lowed a bond of friendship and sym-
pathy was knit between the two young
people that ripened into love when the
handsome young PeruvianIrishman was
strong enough to sit up and drive about
the country

Grace won the girls promise and
went back to Peru to work two years
longer returning in 13W a wealthy young
man to make h r his bride Their
wedding trip aboard ene of ships of
his company took them to Liverpool
where the firm became W R Grace
Co with a branch house in New York

CHAPTER III
The Dawn

rftt GRACE came to York to
l

I live in IMC and in a year or two
the branch office here became the

ieadeuart rs of the largest shipping firm
doing business with South American
countries By now the company flag
of the big Grace firm was familiar in
every seaport in the world and the boy
who had dreamed dreams on the

stage in Queenstown wielded a com-

mercial power that might well be envied
by the princes of the world It is nearly
half a century since the name of Grace
appeared in South America in that
time the family interests have gr svn

till there is a branch in every
great South American and their
ships carry an between
that continent and tin United States
and Europe

The Arm oC W R firjaiat Co now
one of most mfluentntl In world

incorporated in West Virginia in
lam with a capital of mOG and no

ever put the market-
It was made up bjr the aont t laUon of
the several Grace companies hf North
and South America and the officers
from William R Grace i rj4da fc te
Edward secretary1 vjere all rela-
tives i

Mr Grace first oaino before the
American public in 1888 when the great
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Irish famine threatened to bring desti-
tution and starvation to every one in
his native land The Amerioan Gov
rnment sent the ah p Con t sUtkm to

Ireland with relief sterani and Mr
Grace himself took charg M tile

of her and OMefotfrtK of the
goods himself freely contributing hlsj
time and the time of hte clarka to make
her ready knd send her

Tugs eonerosity suggeej d him a
of the city and fact

that he had been active in politic for
severaj years added o We popularity
sit a candidate for Meyer hed

opposed Tammy Hall nad David
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B Hill but this did not prevent his
election as Mayor of New York in 1880

WHen Irving Hall presented Iris name
to Tammany Jojui selected him
a the man from a list of six other
prominent gentlemen in spite of the
fact that he had been Tammanys bitter
enemy for years He was reelected
in MW being nominated by a citizens
committee an4 in both terms of office
he distinguished hjmself by busl
nesellka administration of citys
affair Until 1 he f llew d polities
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New England mother in temperament
and beauty became famous as The

Graces and were accounted among
the most beautiful women in America
Two of them are Mrs Albert F
DOonch and Mrs George E Kent Miss
Louise Nathalie Grace is unmarried
His sons are George P Grace and Wil-
liam R Graee Jr

CHAPTER IV
Tkt Goat at Last

NEW
York never had a mere public

citizen Remembering
qweet little mother from

whom he had run away in Ireland
and whose early training and prayers
had followed him all his life he

the founding of a school for the
training of young women in industrial
pursuits partly in her memory

The institution that bears his
and is located at Sixtieth street be
tween Columbbs and Amsterdam

was the result Eight hundred
radiant young women come forth from
this institute every year in
their hands diplomas that they
can cook wash sew and do all the
either things that so so far toward mak-
ing a homo happy

Th beautiful of exltfayor
Grace at 31 East
is a place of culture and refinement
remembered as a pleasant domicile by
many of the most distinguished people
vho have visited AmerJea The love

ef literature which began with Rob-
inson Crusoe continued all his life
and the collection of beaks in his
is one of most interesting and
valuable things it
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The house is filter with souvenirs of
many years of travel and trading with
foreign people The exquisite taste
of Mrs Grace has the house
museum of fine art and a study in bar
monies

The Summer home of the Graces at
Great Neck on Long Island is
ef th meet beautiful and expensive
establishments In the suburbs of Nw
York and the grounds are charming
Th house overtook picturesque Great
Neak Bay a branch 2 the Sound and
affords an expanse of salt water that
to typical of the love the man always

arena of operations and enabled him
to amass the fortune of ten million dci
lars that stool to credit on the da
ef his death

It was characteristic of the man that
after the attack ef pneumonia several
months ago he set his business affaire
te rights with a eel and thoughtful
head and having settled them ex-
pressed himself as sorry for his ap-
proaching death only because he had
been unable to do more good in hi
life of seventy two adding that
dying was not so serious a thing after
all as many people thought but that
living tested a mans grit and integrity

After a partial recovery from pneu-
monia he grew gradually weaker till the
forenoon of Marsh a Then with M
children around him and the woman
who had nursed him through his fin
IHneee in Thomasten sitting gray
hatred sad sweet faced by his aide hf
passed awry without having in his busy

found time to wit that island of
Juan of which b
had set set boyhood but having

happier greater
lands than that ef

h

ont

bore tw sea which his great

ala

years

t

F

made

the was

life

i

1

¬

¬

>


